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“Working together, realizing potential.” 

 “A Rights Respecting School”       

Friday 26th November 2021 
HEADTEACHER COMMENT 
This has been an extremely taxing week for both me and the staff at Hollywood.  On Tuesday evening I 
made the decision to send Year 6 pupils home from Thursday until Monday 6th December. We had fully 
explored all other options but I felt that this was the only solution due to the extreme circumstances.  We 
had 14 teaching and support staff absent due to COVID related issues and the supply agencies were 
struggling to support us. This was an extreme situation and the decision I made was after discussion with 
Public Health England, the remaining SLT in the school and the Chair of the governing Body. 
Talking to other Headteachers in the city the feeling is that this area had escaped the worst of the pandemic 
effects earlier in the term but I now understand that where the cases are dropping around the city this area 
of the city is a particular hot spot. Public Health England advised that we continued to follow the steps that 
we have in place but also to send out the letter that parents will have received earlier this week. 
I must thank the parents for their support and the hard working staff who have covered their absent 
colleagues. This pandemic is far from over but I know that the community of Hollywood will work together to 
get through this difficult time. 
 
ATTENDANCE (22.11.21 – 26.11.21) (REMEMBER ABSENCE LINE: 675 4525) 

Class Attendance % Class Attendance % 

DEER KELLY 87.04 3 BROWN 89.72 

OTTERS HAMMOND 96.3 3 TWILLEY 96.34 

R HENRY 78.63 4 BACON 88.07 

R FRANKLIN 84.85 4 HAYWARD 94.83 

1 DAVIS 91.42 5 GIBBONS 86.31 

1 GREY/SOUTHERN 86.43 5 THOMAS 95.56 

2 STONE 82.38 6 HEALY 96.79 

2 MONEY 86.9 6 PROTTEY 89.12 

Whole School 89.02% 

Well done to the Otters class, 1D and 6H who were our “Panda” superstars this week.  Could I ask parents 
to contact the absence line and to email Mr O’Rourke (f.orourke@hollywood.bham.sch.uk) with any 
absence with regard to Covid.  
 
CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES 
Unless there is a significant change in the trend in the school we will unfortunately have to exclude parents 
from coming into school to watch the nativity productions.  We will however video the performances and 
distribute the recordings to parents. I know that this will disappoint some parents but under the 
circumstances I cannot see how we could avoid the issues around COVID spoiling the Christmas holiday 
period for the community. 
 
COVID PRECAUTIONS 
We are all taking steps to reduce the risk of transmission of the virus to keep everyone safe, please could 
we remind you that everyone needs to remain vigilant to any potential symptoms of Covid-19. 
 
If your child has a high temperature or a persistent cough or has lost their sense of taste and smell, 
please keep your child off school until a negative PCR test result has been received. Also, please inform 
the school using the absence line number. 
 
SEPTEMBER 2022 RECEPTION INTAKE 
Children born between 1st September 2017 and 31 August 2018 are due to start school in September 2022.  
Parents should apply online for their Reception year place from now until 15th January 2022.  Please visit 
www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions to apply online.  
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Wednesday 8th December  - Christmas dinner 
Friday 10th December  - Year 2 Nativity  NO PARENTS TO ATTEND 
Monday 13th December  - Y3/4 Carols in church  Y5/6 Carols in church  NO PARENTS TO ATTEND 
Tuesday 14th December  - Reception Carols in Hall NO PARENTS TO ATTEND 
Wednesday 15th December  - Year 1 Carols in Hall NO PARENTS TO ATTEND 
Thursday 16th December  - pm Christmas parties 
 

 
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
 

“The most horrific things in life can be a source of nourishment 

if you accept, ‘I am responsible for the way I am now.’ It is 

possible to transform the greatest adversity into a stepping-stone 

for personal growth. If you take one hundred percent 

responsibility for the way you are now, a brighter tomorrow is 

a possibility. But if you take no responsibility for the present—

if you blame your parents, your friend, your husband, your 

girlfriend, your colleagues for the way you are—you have 

forsaken your future even before it comes.” 

 
Mr. S. Dix  
(Headteacher)
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