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HEADTEACHER COMMENT 
This has been another busy week at Hollywood, we have now reached our capacity for children of critical 
workers.  We are trying to balance the tensions between supporting critical worker families and keeping the 
community safe, alongside supporting the children who are at home and need our help with online learning.  
 
We have pre-empted the government’s testing regime and staff are now being tested regularly at Woodrush 
High School. I was delighted when Woodrush agreed to use their lateral flow tests to support our 
community.  Next week the government have promised to deliver our own batch of tests for the staff, so 
that we can increase the regularity of testing and minimise risks of spreading this disease. These tests are 
very reliable, particularly at checking whether someone is not infected by the disease (98%) but not so 
effective if the test is positive (82%).  However positive tests will be followed by the traditional tests. 
 
The staff at Hollywood have been inundated with online activities of their own this week, I have been on 
DfE webinars, health and safety “Teams” meetings and reading and writing online training, so I am 
beginning to empathise with the parents, children and staff. The reading training really emphasised the 
need for all children to have a regular diet of reading in all its forms.  Sharing reading with others and 
hearing expert readers read a story, this is so important when developing children’s vocabulary.    
 
The children should not only read the books but also discuss the stories and illustrations. This not only 
raises the children’s understanding but it also encourages and motivates them to want to read more. 
Reading underpins everything that we do at school and it is essential that children develop a love for 
reading at the earliest opportunity 

ANXIOUS ONLINE LEARNERS SUPPORT 
We know that some children, particularly those who are on the autism spectrum, will be suffering with the 
issues involved around the pandemic.  We have been alerted to a free webinar that might support parents 
in this troubling time.  I have including details below: 
 

 
Title: How to Support Anxious Online Learners 
Led by: Tom Vodden, parent and educator  
Date: Tuesday 26th January at 4pm GMT  
Aimed at: Parents and professionals from any country  
How to book: Register here to attend or to receive a recording 
Other topics: Browse all upcoming free webinars here 
  
The session will last about 60 minutes.  Please forward this information to anyone who may be interested. 
 

 
ONLINE LEARNING UPDATE 
We are really keen to minimize the negative impact that this pandemic will have on the children’s academic 
ability.  Therefore, we will be monitoring home learning very closely to track the level of engagement that is 
occurring.  If we feel that children are not participating at an appropriate level we will be contacting parents 
to understand any barriers and offer solutions. 
As part of the package of learning we will be having regular “Zoom” calls with children, this is a really 
important element of the weekly menu of activities.  However it cannot happen if we do not have the 
consent of parents, if you have not filled in a consent form could you do so as soon as possible, we 
appreciate that over 80% of parents have done this and thank them for their support. 
 
LETTER FROM COUNCILLOR IAN WARD 
With this newsletter I have attached a letter from Councillor Ian Ward about the current situation in 
Birmingham schools. 
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FREE SCHOOL MEALS VOUCHERS 
For parents expecting vouchers I realise that there has been a temporary issue with them, we are working 
with both the local authority and Edenred to resolve this issue.  
 
PARKING 
I have had a number of complaints from parents about parking around the school, unfortunately some cars 
have parked on the footpath around the school causing parents with prams to be diverted into the road. I 
have also heard that some parents have been parking on areas where there is a dropped curb blocking 
access to residents. This is obviously both very dangerous and illegal, the Police have been alerted to the 
situation and will issue tickets to offenders. 
 

SEVERE WEATHER REMINDER  
In the event of severe overnight winter weather, leading to general closure of schools, 
announcements will be made on local radio from 7.00am onwards. Where extreme weather 
is localised and affects a small number of schools, the names of the closed schools will be 
broadcast. It is vital that parents tune into local radio stations for updates. We will also text 
parents as soon as we can.  
RADIO WM (95.6FM) FREE RADIO (96.4FM) HEART FM (100.7FM)  
No announcements mean school is open; therefore, there is no need to phone school.  

 
DATES FOR THIS YEAR 
 
Week Commencing Saturday 30th Jan  - National Story Telling Week 
Tuesday 9th February     - Safer Internet Day 
Friday 12th February     - Break up for half term, children finish at normal time 
Monday 22nd February    - Return to school 
Tuesday 20th April     - Photographer –visit Class Photographs 

 
 
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

 

“Difficulties break some men but make others. 

No axe is sharp enough to cut the soul of a 

sinner who keeps on trying, one armed with 

the hope that he will rise even in the end.”  

 
Nelson Mandela 

 
Mr. S. Dix  
(Headteacher)
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