
 

 

Hollywood Primary School 

A Rights Respecting School 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC Policy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reviewed/Approved April 2019 

 



Introduction  
This policy statement outlines the purpose, nature and management of the Music 
taught and learned at Hollywood. The implementation of this policy is the 
responsibility of all the teaching staff.  
 
Rationale  
Music is a uniquely powerful educational medium, stimulating creativity, accuracy 
and speed of thought. It develops self-confidence and promotes critical thinking too. 
 
Aims  
Music is taught to help children develop their creative and listening skills, develop an 
understanding of music as well as respond to and evaluate live and recorded 
performances and present their own work to an audience. Through our teaching we 
aim to:  
 

 Ensure that all pupils have access to the learning opportunities of exploring 
and controlling sounds 

 Provide opportunities for pupils to appraise, compose, improvise and 
perform with others 

 Encourage all children to listen and respond to music 
 Drive creativity and self-confidence 

 
Objectives  
These objectives are related to the school’s planning schemes and form the basis of 
evaluation and assessment. They are based on the National Curriculum key elements 
(2014) to:  
 

 perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical 
periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great 
composers and musicians  

  learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their 
own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use 
technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next 
level of musical excellence  

 understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, 
including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, 
tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations. 
 

Continuity and progression  
Children in the Foundation Stage will develop concepts and skills through the Early 
Learning Goals in their Curriculum guidance. Key Stage One and Key Stage Two will 
follow the National Curriculum and the school’s scheme of work identifies the 
introduction and development of key concepts and skills.  
 
Children in Key Stage One will be introduced to music through singing, rhyming and 
chanting. By the end of Key Stage One, the children will be able to experiment with, 
create and combine sounds and undertake a short musical performance to an 



audience. Music teaching in Key Stage Two will build on the concepts developed in 
Key Stage One. They will play and perform with increasing confidence and accuracy, 
be able to use and identify musical notifications and improvise and compose music 
for a range of purposes. Children will develop an understanding of the history of the 
music and use their listening skills to critically evaluate a wide range of music. 
 
Creative Curriculum 
The creative curriculum is based on topics agreed by individual year groups and 
develops the key skills set out in the National Curriculum (2014) and the Model 
Music Curriculum (March 2021) 
 
Music can be utilised as a tool for embedding key concepts and as such, it underpins 
and facilitates a wide range of subjects. It is present in every part of the curriculum 
and teachers will incorporate opportunities for a cross curricular approach to 
learning where possible, for example: 
 

 Mathematics – number chanting, counting, patterns 
 English – film, drama, sound effects, poetry rhythm and rhyme  
 Science – Sound testing and investigation 
 Geography – music from other cultures 
 History –songs about specific historical periods, music from the historical 

period being studied and famous musical composers. 
 

 
Time Allocation  
Delivery of music is taught in weekly sessions. In KS1 It is blocked in one or two week 
periods or taught as part of our Arts week such as during our annual Shakespeare 
week and Christmas productions. In KS2 music is taught in weekly 20 minute slots 
and as part of annual school productions and during creative arts weeks. Teachers 
have the opportunity to have professional musicians come into school and perform. 
Our music mark membership and links with the Birmingham Music Service can 
provide such a powerful introduction to live music and introduce pupils to a wide 
range of musical instruments. Our regular music service teachers teach Violin and 
Guitar lessons to pupils from Year 2 –Year 6. All pupils have access to this additional 
opportunity to learn a musical instrument. We encourage the delivery of music 
through other subjects such as English, Maths, P.E and History. 
 
Resources  
Children will have opportunities to use a range of musical instruments covering 
percussion, woodwind, string and brass. Resources are stored in the main corridor 
and teachers have access to lesson materials linked to the Model Music curriculum’s 
suggestions such as BBC Ten Pieces and BBC Bring The Noise. 
 
The Music Co-ordinator has the responsibility for managing and organising 
resources.  In consultation with the Curriculum Leader and teaching staff, the Co-
ordinator will purchase additional resources from the yearly capitation bid. It is each 
teacher’s responsibility to ensure that resources are returned to the Resources area 



and music room. This will enable the Music Co-ordinator to maintain the standard of 
the resources.  
 
Teaching and learning approaches  
Teachers will follow the school’s long term plan on the teaching and learning cycle. 
There should be a teaching focus on developing children’s appraisal skills to enable 
the children to become competent at evaluating pieces of music through the 
Listening strand of the music curriculum.  A variety of teaching approaches are used 
at all levels. These are supported through access to music hubs and our music mark 
membership links.  Children will be engaged in singing, listening, using and learning 
technical language and techniques, individual and group composition and  
performance.   
 
 
Assessment, Recording and Monitoring 
Assessment in the Foundation Stage is through observation and discussions with the 
children and is gauged against the Early Learning Goals and the relevant points in the 
Foundation Stage Profile.  
 
The music attainment targets from the National Curriculum and Model Music 
Curriculum form the basis of assessment in Key Stages One and Two. Predominantly 
teachers can use assessment for learning techniques to ensure children are building 
on their musical skills and record progress on the musical progression document.  
Teachers can records children’s performance to assess progress.  Teachers record 
children’s knowledge and understanding of each musical strand using the school’s  
progression document noting down children who have achieved the requirements of 
the strand, those who have exceeded them and those who have not yet met them. 
Assessment for all children is carried out through classroom observations, review of 
the children’s work and discussions with the children 
Monitoring will be carried out by the Music Co-ordinator and the Curriculum Leader. 
This will include Learning Walks, monitoring planning, watching performances as 
well as pupil interviews. This will be reported to the leadership team and governors 
will be informed.  
 
Differentiation and SEN 
To overcome any potential barriers to learning in Music, some pupils may require: 
support to access musical terminology, such as visual cards, access to musical 
technology to support compositon and the use of non-verbal communication such as 
physical actions when singing to encourage memorising lyrics and support learning 
words.   
 
Health and Safety  
All teaching and learning follows the school’s Health and Safety policy. All fieldwork 
and studies will abide by the school policies, in particular the ‘Educational Visits 
Policy’.  
 

.  



Review  
The Music Co-ordinator will produce a subject Action Plan annually.



  
 


