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Teaching for Mastery in Mathematics at Hollywood Primary School 

 Summary of Key Policy Points 

All children should have regular opportunity to explore and represent mathematics using a 

concrete and pictorial approach alongside abstract representations. It is an expectation 

that concrete or pictorial representations will be used regularly to support understanding 

of mathematical concepts.  

Children are expected to explain their reasoning and understanding and our teaching aims 

to help develop children’s procedural (what) and conceptual (how/why) understanding.  

We accept that in any lesson, any child can be a struggling learner or a rapid grasper. On the 

whole, the class is taught together on the same objective. Teachers have high expectations 

of all pupils and provide support and challenge through questioning, use of resources and 

depth/challenge questions. We create a safe environment whereby children feel 

comfortable to make mistakes, explore problems and discuss their thinking.  

We use a teaching for mastery approach. Our Maths lessons in year 1 –6 should usually 

follow this structure:  

1. Anchor Task 

2. Discussion of anchor task, leading into… 

3. Episodic teaching of main lesson objective 

4. Break time  

5. Discuss learning objective with children 

6. Journal task and/or Practice task (intelligent practice and opportunities for depth)  

7. Brief discussion of learning from the lesson (this may include the depth task or a 

review of learning)  

Key points for teaching and learning 

- High expectations for all. Children are encouraged to analyse mistakes, explore 

problems and discuss thinking using accurate mathematical vocabulary, including 

use of stem sentences.  

- Mixed prior attainment discussion pairs 

- Effective and planned questioning to provide scaffolding and challenge (blue box 

depth questions on flipchart and other verbal questions) 

- If appropriate, SEN children will work on different tasks or objectives, after 

discussion with maths leader or SENCO 

- Differentiation in terms of depth of understanding should be clear when looking at 

books and listening to the children’s verbal contributions. Some children will 

include more detail/deeper explanations/further reasoning in their work or 
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complete more challenge/depth questions. Children may also make additional 

annotations in books to show the depth of their thinking during the lesson.  

- Children in year R – 6 are taught in mixed prior attainment classes  

Children’s work: Teachers will use their own judgement and knowledge of the subject to 

plan appropriate questions or tasks for the children to complete in order to demonstrate a 

good understanding of the national curriculum objective (or partial objective) being taught.  

Journal tasks allow children to explain their thinking. Children are developing the skills of 

writing in sentences, annotating and producing diagrams and justifying their ideas.  

Planning : Lesson flipcharts should clearly show the journey though the learning with 

potential misconceptions, scaffolding, depth questions, stem sentences and CPA 

approaches selected.  

Fact Fluency: We teach number facts and times tables in regular fluency sessions 

throughout the school week, in addition to within the maths lesson.  

Mastering Number: Children in year R, 1 and 2 will benefit from the NCETM Mastering 

Number program. More details to follow on this after Autumn training.  

Rapid Intervention:  If children require rapid intervention(same day catch up) to keep up, 

they will be identified by the teaching team. They then go into a same day catch up session 

with the teacher. These strategies aim to allow all children to keep up with a series of 

lessons and make good progress with their learning.  

 

For further information please see the full Maths Policy or Jenny Elvins, Maths Leader. 


