
Hollywood Primary School 

MFL policy 
 
Our Mission is to develop each child as a caring, confident and independent young person 

able to play a full part in a changing world. This statement underpins this policy and 

is at the heart of all we share with our children. 
 
The contribution of MFL to the primary school curriculum 

 
The learning of a foreign language provides a valuable educational, social and cultural 

experience for the pupils. Pupils develop communication and literacy skills that lay 

the foundation for future language learning. They develop linguistic competence, 

extend their knowledge of how language works and explore differences and 

similarities between English and the language they are learning. Learning another 

language raises awareness of the multilingual and multicultural world and introduces 

an international dimension to pupils' learning, giving them an insight into their own 

culture and those of others. The learning of a foreign language provides a medium 

for cross-curricular links and for reinforcement of knowledge, skills and 

understanding developed in other subjects. 
 

 

Aims and objectives 
 
The aims and objectives of learning a Modern Foreign Language at Hollywood Primary 

School are: 

 

•  To develop an interest in learning other languages; 

•  To introduce young children to another language in a way that is enjoyable and fun; 

•  To encourage children's curiosity about language; 

•  To encourage children to be aware that language has structure and that the     

structure differs from one language to another; 

• To help the children develop their awareness of cultural differences in other 

countries; 

• To develop their speaking and listening skills; 

• To lay the foundations for future study; 

• To extend language teaching beyond mother tongue learning. 
 
The children are taught how to: 

 

• ask and answer questions; 

• use correct pronunciation and grammar; 

• memorise words; 

• interpret meaning; 

• understand basic grammar; 

• use dictionaries; 

• work in pairs and groups and communicate in French or Spanish 

• look at life in another culture. 

 



Inclusion 
 
All children at Hollywood Primary School regardless of age, gender or ability will be 

given the same opportunities to achieve in language learning. To ensure that this is 

so, three points need to be considered: 

 

• Children may need positive steering towards experiences and activities in 

which they can succeed 

• Tasks may need to be adapted to enable children to respond positively 

• Some additional resources may be needed if there are to be equal 

opportunities for all 
 

 

Organisation 

At Hollywood Primary School MFL is taught to children in Years 2 – 6 in 

approximately one hour long sessions. In Year 2 and 3 children learn French. In Years 

4 and 5 children learn Spanish. In Year 6, children return to learning French in 

preparation for their transition to secondary school. 

 

Roles and Responsibilities  

Head teacher’s responsibilities 
 

The head teacher has ultimate responsibility for ensuring that the efforts of the 

MFL  Coordinator and language teachers results in the implementation of a broad 

and balanced curriculum that provides pupils with access to their curriculum 

entitlement. The head teacher plays an important role in celebrating the progress 

and attainment of pupils in the area. 

 
The MFL Coordinator’s responsibilities 

 
The MFL coordinator is accountable to the governing body, the head teacher and 

the senior management team. 

It is the coordinator’s responsibility to: 

• Write the policy and action plans for MFL 

• Monitor the planning and teaching of MFL and the progression of pupils 

in the subject, reporting back to the head teacher 

• Monitor the assessment, recording and reporting progress and attainment if 

MFL 

• Ensuring the availability of resources 

• Organise workshops/INSET for staff to develop confidence and skills 

in the teaching of MFL 

• Keep up to date with course, national issues and publications 

 
Language teacher’s responsibilities 

 
Language teachers are accountable to the head teacher and the governing body. It 

is their responsibility to:- 

• Ensure all children are given equal opportunities to learn a language 



• Ensure that a broad and balanced curriculum in MFL takes place 

The curriculum 
 
The curriculum that we follow is based on the Key Stage 2 Framework for MFL and the 

revised National Curriculum. A school policy, supporting guidelines and a scheme of work 

provide the foundation for a school's programme for early foreign language learning. 

 

Teaching and Learning 

 

We base the teaching on the guidance material in the Framework for MFL and 

using where appropriate, materials from the QCA scheme of work for modern 

foreign languages as well as a range of resources including La Jolie Ronde and 

Take 10. Whilst we follow the QCA Scheme of Work, it is adapted to the context 

of our school and the abilities of our children. 
 
We use a variety of techniques to encourage the children to have an active 

engagement in the modern foreign language: these include games, role-play and songs 

(particularly action songs). We use confident French and Spanish speakers in the 

classroom, in order to expose the children to more than one voice in the foreign 

language as well as using DVD’s, interactive resources and CD’s. We frequently use 

mime to accompany new vocabulary in the foreign language, as this serves to 

demonstrate the foreign language without the need for translation.  

 

 

We emphasise Listening and Speaking skills over Reading and Writing skills, but all 

four skills and especially independent Reading and Writing become increasingly 

important with progression year on year. After several years of language learning 

most children will be able to read and write short phrases, will have an understanding 

of some foreign culture, will have a basic understanding of some language structure, 

which they can apply to another language, will be able to hold a short, simple 

conversation and understand a range of familiar language. 

 

We also use a multi-sensory and kinaesthetic approach to teaching, i.e. we try to 

introduce a physical element into some of the games, as we believe that this serves 

to reinforce memory. We make the lessons as entertaining and enjoyable as possible, 

as we realise that this approach serves to develop a positive attitude in the children 

to the learning of modern foreign languages. We build children’s confidence through 

constant praise for any contribution they make in the foreign language, however 

tentative. 

 



 
Cross curricular links 

 
It is possible to develop language skills within the framework of other subject areas: 

 

Embedding MFL in the curriculum and exploiting opportunities: 

 

Learning another language presents opportunities for the reinforcement of knowledge, 

skills and understanding developed in other curriculum areas.  These opportunities can be 

exploited through aspects of:  

 English: development of speaking and listening skills, knowledge and understanding 

of grammar and sentence construction. Opportunities to compare the foreign 

language with English or another language can be exploited through use of the new 

alphabet, phonemes, rhyming patterns, sound/spelling links, dictionary work, 

formation of structures (such as singular/plural, gender, negatives, question forms, 

position of adjectives, imperatives), intonation, dialogues, different text types, 

formation of complex sentences;  

 ICT: use of e-mail with schools abroad, materials from the internet and satellite 

television, video and audio, presentation of data, word-processing;  

 citizenship: the multilingual society, knowledge of other countries and cultures;  

 mathematics: counting, calculations, the time and the date, money;  

 geography: work relating to the study of other countries, points of the compass, 

weather;  

 science: work on parts of the body, animals;  

 music: rhyming, rhythm, singing, composition, world music;  

 RE: international or multicultural work, celebration of festivals, storytelling, 

calendars, customs;  

 history: work relating to the study of other countries, family trees of famous 

people;  

 art: descriptions of paintings;  

 PE: physical responses to the teacher's instructions issued in the language being 

learnt.  

Children should be given opportunity to: 

• Work individually, in groups and as a whole class. 

• Make appropriate use of ICT 

Children should also have access to key vocabulary in the classroom, so that 

the language they are learning becomes embedded into everyday school life.  

 
 

 

Monitoring and evaluation 
 
The MFL coordinator will monitor the teaching of languages through standards of 

children’s work and quality of teaching of language, through work samples, lesson 

observations and examining planning. 



 

 
Assessment 

 
The three progressive strands of teaching and learning – oracy, literacy and 

intercultural understanding - are set out in terms of learning objectives and 

suggested learning opportunities for each year. Opportunities to develop 

knowledge about language (KAL) and language learning strategies (LLS) are made 

explicit and underpin the three core strands. Suggestions for KAL and LLS are 

provided for each learning objective. 
 

 

Teachers assess children's progress informally during the lessons, evaluating 

progress against the four national Attainment Targets of: 

• Listening and Responding; 

• Speaking; 

• Reading and Responding; 

• Writing. 
 
 

Links with other schools 
 

 

Links with local skills have been established, but now need to be developed to ensure a 

smooth transition in language learning from primary to secondary school.  
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