
1)The boy walked down the road
2) Ducks swim in cold water.
3) Racing down the road, the car 

came to a sudden halt.

While you wait, try our challenge – your 
children can do this!



Example: Can you add a fronted adverbial, a relative 
clause, a preposition, a parentheses, a conjunction

and an expanded noun phrase into these sentences. 

1) On Sunday, the boy, who was 6 years old,  walked 
down the long, windy road because he was off to 
visit his grandma, (for her birthday).

2) In the river, ducks, which are very cute, swim in
cold water – sometimes it’s very dirty too – and 
they search for yummy, tasty bread.

3)All of a sudden, racing down the road, the car, 
which was blue, came to a sudden halt next to the 
small, dingy post office (which was closed) when
the lights turn red.



What is INSPIRE?

◼ Involving school parents in reading, 
writing and mathematics.

◼ Hopefully you will leave today with a 
greater understanding of the expectations 
on your child and how you can help them at 
home.



Aims for today:
◼ 1) Internet Safety – Brief over view

◼ 2) Spelling support 

◼ 3) Reading comprehension support

◼ 4) Maths expectations 

◼ 5) Chance to work with your child



Why are we talking about 
eSafety (Internet Safety)?

• Frequent news stories of children 
contacting strangers, meeting 
strangers, sending messages / 
pictures to people pretending to 
be someone they are not and then 
terrible things happening.

• Incidents with our own pupils 
which have been reported to 
school.



What can you do to help protect your children?

As educators, we have a responsibility to provide 
your children with the information and training they 
need to help them stay safe using the technology 
around them. In school, we have a number of systems 
to help do this – password policy; web filtering; 
firewall protection and monitoring software. 

As parents, you have a number of options available to 
you to help you protect your children. Internet 
providers have their own ‘Parental Controls’ that can 
be applied to the router of your home. This is 
normally set up through your account, and allows you 
to filter the content your family can access. If you 
haven’t got this set up, contact your Internet 
Service Provider and they can support you in this. 



Please support us at home by thinking about these 
questions to avoid anything happening to your child, 
and to prevent issues outside of school being brought 
into school.

- Do you know who your children are talking to?
- Do you personally know who your children are 

talking to and their families?
- Do you check their devices?
- Do you know what apps they have downloaded and 

do you know the dangers of them?
- Do your children play games suitable for their age?
- Do you know your child’s password?
- Do you know the legal age limit for social media 

sites?



If you need to report any suspicious 
activity, there is a dedicated organisation 
that deals with reports.

The children are 
aware of this website, 
and have been told 
how to report during 
their computing 
lessons at school.

This is the old 
logo, which you may 
still see on some 
websites.

The child-friendly face of CEOP 
is called ThinkUKnow – the 
children have used this in school.

https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/


Any questions 
about Internet 

safety?



What is English and what’s involved?

An English lesson is made up of many different 
elements: 

Reading                - Understanding texts

Writing texts      - Spelling 

Grammar              - Handwriting  

These elements are taught weekly and 
throughout the year, we constantly go back and 
review objectives to ensure children retain the 
information and many aspects of the curriculum 
are reinforced in other subjects too.





Reading – Why is it important?
Reading words and comprehending what is being read 
are two different things but both are hugely important. 
Reading is in every aspect of everyone’s daily lives and 
it is vital that your children read and are supported 
with their reading to give them a great start.

Reading should be fun, it should be treasured, quality 
time between you and your child and it can help in other 
areas of their English work.

If your child develops a love for reading now it will help 
them in their future, not just at school but as they 
grow older. 



Reading
Reading is regularly assessed during class work, reading 
sessions and a written assessment.  

During supported sessions, we read a text that is 
appropriate for their level but more importantly we 
spend a lot of time discussing the vocabulary that has 
been used, discuss what messages the author is trying to 
get across to the reader and how they do it. We also 
look at how to read unknown words or work out what new 
words mean by using what they already know. 

This needs to be reinforced at home as we cannot do it 
all in two sessions a week.

Expectation – your child should read at least 3 times a 
week and this should be evidenced by a signature in their 
diary.



Your child also needs to
be able to read with
good pace so that they
can actually complete
the reading part of an
assessment in the given
time – which many
children struggle with
and be able to skim and
scan a text to find
answers.

Reading assessment

Reading SATS papers vary each year, but one test a couple 

of years ago was 12 A4 pages long. There was a non fiction 

text, a poem and a story, children need to read with pace to 

complete the reading so that they can answer the questions.

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjP-MnAmbDRAhXKVRoKHaYHAbUQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mathsmadeeasy.co.uk%2Fkey-stage-2-english-maths-science-2016-tests.htm&bvm=bv.142059868,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNH4WnwXTOBqhMUjXckfPV8JiR205w&ust=1483884169471438


So, what do they need to know?
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and etymology), as listed in English Appendix 1, both to read aloud and to 

understand the meaning of new words that they meet. 
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maintain 

positive 

attitudes to 

reading and 

understanding 

of what they 

read 

listen to and discuss a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 

reference books or textbooks  

read books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of 

purposes  

use dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read 

increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, 

myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally 

identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books  

understand 

what they 

read 

check that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 

exploring the meaning of words in context 

ask questions to improve their understanding 

draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 

from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 

predict what might happen from details stated and implied 

summarise the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key 

details that support the main ideas 

identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning 



 

discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on 

the reader 

distinguish between statements of fact and opinion 

retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction  

participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, 

building on their own and others’  

ideas and challenging views courteously  

explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through formal 

presentations and debates, maintaining a focus 

 on the topic and using notes where necessary 

provide reasoned justifications for their views 

The yellow section is a focus on words the 
children can read,  EVERYTHING ELSE is all about 
comprehension and understanding of the text. –

This aspect of reading is so important.



Possible questions to ask your 
child when you are reading.



How can you help at home?
◼ Read regularly and read a range of books to develop their interest 

and vocabulary. If your child is not a huge fan of reading then start 

with books, comics etc. that they are interested in to boost their 

interest in reading and learning. 

◼ Talk about what your child has read, not just on a simple retrieval 

level but try to develop their ability to think deeper and outside the 

box, encourage them to give their opinions and use evidence from 

the text or the story to back up their thoughts. They also need to 

be able to read between the lines and work out what the author is 

saying or means without the author actually saying it. 

◼ If they are stuck on a word:

❖ Help them to use what they know – do they recognise any sounds 

within the word, ay, ing, ou, er, th, ch, sh that they can use?

❖ Do they recognise any words within the word – unconditionally

❖ They could read ahead and see if they can work out the word from 

the context of the writing. 

❖ Break the word into chunks and then recombine them



As a school we are beginning to use VIPERS 
to help children get  the most out of a text.

V - Vocabulary
I - Inference
P – Prediction
E – Explain
R – Retrieve
S - Summarise

In your pack 
there is a 

copy of example
questions which 
you can use at 

home.



Any questions 

about reading?



https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi044rjksDRAhVBWxoKHcDjCvYQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tes.com%2Flessons%2Fn107mRP4qg3b6w%2Fspelling-writing&psig=AFQjCNGjYyByNxriMkFRsP5gO5O8q4tHeQ&ust=1484432027762003
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwikuv30ksDRAhVI1BoKHSfaDBQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fdoverdlc.blogspot.com%2F2014%2F10%2F21st-century-spelling.html&psig=AFQjCNGjYyByNxriMkFRsP5gO5O8q4tHeQ&ust=1484432027762003
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiH-cStk8DRAhXJ6xoKHUN-DRYQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ele.sd23.bc.ca%2Fstudents%2FPages%2Fdefault.aspx&psig=AFQjCNGjYyByNxriMkFRsP5gO5O8q4tHeQ&ust=1484432027762003


Spelling in Year 5.
 Spelling is taught 3 times 

a week. We use  a scheme 
called Oxford Owl’s Read, 
Write Inc. to base our 
sessions on.

 Children are split into  
ability groups so that we 
can focus the teaching 
more accurately. 

 The spelling programme 
recaps spelling patterns 
from Ks1 and  they get 
progressively harder.

 The Year 5 and 6 words 
are hard!

 Progresses on to prefixes, 
suffixes, plurals, 
homophones, changing 
nouns to verbs, different 
endings that sound the 
same, e.g.  tion, sion and 
cian which make spellings 
difficult for children to 
name but a few.

 We also look at words that 
don’t fit patterns and that 
children just have to learn.

 Each week the children 
have spellings to learn for 
a test the following week.



List 5:1 

accommodate accompany according achieve aggressive 

amateur ancient apparent appreciate attached 
List 5:2 

available average awkward bargain bruise 

category cemetery committee communicate community 
List 5:3 

competition conscience conscious controversy convenience 

correspond criticise curiosity definite desperate 
List 5:4 

determined develop dictionary disastrous embarrass 

environment equipment especially exaggerate excellent 
List 5:5 

existence explanation familiar foreign forty 

frequently government guarantee harass hindrance 
 

YEAR  5 
AND 6 
WORDS



List 6:1 

identity Immediately individual interfere interrupt 

language leisure lightning marvellous mischievous 
List 6:2 

muscle necessary neighbour nuisance occupy 

occur opportunity parliament persuade physical 
List 6:3 

prejudice privilege profession programme pronunciation 

queue recognise recommend relevant restaurant 
List 6:4 

rhyme rhythm sacrifice secretary shoulder 

signature sincere soldier stomach sufficient 
List 6:5 

suggest symbol system temperature thorough 

twelfth variety vegetable vehicle yacht 
 

YEAR  5 
AND 6 
WORDS



How to help your child at home.

◼ Look, say, cover, write, 

check.

◼ Write each word out 5 

times – repetition can help

◼ Choose 3-5 words, how 

many times can they write 

it in 2 minutes – aim to 

beat the amount each 

time.

◼ Look for the words in 

other texts so the children 

become familiar with the 

look of the word.

◼ Practise as often as 

possible, to reinforce 

patterns and rules.

◼ Look for words within 

words

◼ Identify patterns – using 

a ‘u’ after a q, double 

letters, swap y for i, 

◼ Look at the shape of the 

word, picture what it 

should look like when 

it’s written.



Spelling games / activities
◼ Put a given list of words 

in alphabetical order

◼ Make a word search –

use the same words 

over and over to help 

repetition.

◼ Write out the word with 

missing letters – add in 

what’s missing

◼ Write the spelling with a 

deliberate mistake to be 

corrected.

◼ Play hangman with the 

words 

◼ Create a mnemonic:

Big elephants can always 

understand small 

elephants. 

◼ Put the words into a 

short story – helps 

practise other skills too.

◼ Test someone else in 

your family with the 

words, be able to 

recognise if it’s right or 

not. 



Any questions 
about spellings?

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjMtrTMksDRAhVJDxoKHf78BH4QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.horizonnetwork.co.uk%2Fspelling-bees%2F&psig=AFQjCNGjYyByNxriMkFRsP5gO5O8q4tHeQ&ust=1484432027762003




The point of mastery is that the lessons go at a much slower 
pace in order to learn a topic more in depth. 

We no longer have sets and teach as a whole class but those 
who need extra support still get it. We also teach in a ‘ping 
pong’ style which means the children are taught a skill and 
then they try it for a short time before coming back to the 
teacher to build on their learning or recap. 

This newer approach uses practical resources regularly to 
understand and ‘see’ WHY and how a method works instead of 
just following a rule.

Sometimes the children might say the work is easy but they 
are still making errors showing they know some methods by 
rote and do not have a secure mathematical understanding.

Maths mastery



How many ways can you make 8?

Mastery in action

7 + 1 = 8
4 x 2 = 8

You may have come up with…

Did anyone come up with…

Half of 40 - 12 = 8       0.99 + 7.01 = 8
80 ÷ 8 - 2 = 8                -12 + 16 = 8 



The expectations for Year 5 are much 
harder than they were.

◼ Use Numbers up  to 1,000,000

◼ Use formal, written methods for +, 

-, x and divide.

◼ Read, order, compare, add, 

subtract and multiply fractions 

and decimals

◼ Find equivalent fractions and 

match them to decimals and 

percentages. Convert mixed 

numbers to improper fractions

◼ Estimate volume

◼ Round any number, including 

decimals

◼ Know, describe measure and 

draw angles

◼ Reflect and translate shapes

◼ Name shapes and describe 

their properties including 

regular and irregular shapes.

◼ Recognise factors, multiples, 

prime numbers and prime 

factors, squared and cubed 

numbers

◼ Measure and calculate the 

perimeter of rectilinear 

shapes.

◼ Calculate the area of 

squares and rectangle

◼ Tell the time

◼ Know all tables up to 12 x 12

◼ Solve problems using all of 

these areas of maths



How can you help at home?

◼ Constant practise of basic 

skills is a must

- rounding numbers

- adding and subtracting 10 and 100

- solve every day problems

- recognise factors, multiples, 

square and prime numbers.

◼ Use on line games, including

Timestables Rockstars and            
Topmarks.

◼ Teach your child to tell 
the time, including 12 
and 24 hour clock, 
adding and taking the 
time, and read time 
tables.

◼ Practise times tables up 
to 12 x 12 until your 
child has rapid recall and 
can answer a question as 
quickly as they could 
answer the question, 
‘What is your name?’.



Online maths games

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/daily10
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://ttrockstars.com/org


◼ Using dominoes to multiply one side by the other

◼ Digit cards or dice.

◼ Songs – lots of modern child friendly ones on 

youtube.

◼ Speed challenges against anyone in the family

◼ Spot the mistake

◼ Online games

Ways to practise times tables

Mrs Goodwill – to collect children



Activities with your child – most of 
the ideas can be found in your pack.

◼ Spelling ideas – choose words from the Year 
5/6 list – practise them in different ways.

◼ Maths activities - use the digit cards/ dice 
/ dominoes to play a range of games

If you have a question, please ask.



Maths resources

There are lots of games you can play using digit 
cards 0-9, playing cards or a pair of dice.

1) Simple addition and subtraction games.
2) Multiplication of the 2 digits.
3) Making the biggest and smallest number possible with 2, 3, 4, 

5, digit cards.
4) Can you make a prime number?
5) Make odd and even numbers.
6) Find factors of a number
7) Make a number divisible by…….
8) Make a number between ___ and ___
9) Throw the dice and x it by …….
10) Make an odd number / even number



Not only can a 100 grid square be used 
for factors, multiples, squares and 
primes. Here are a couple more ideas:
- BINGO-
I. Players, on paper, choose nine numbers in a 

3 x 3 grid.
II. Then only using times tables, the caller 

shouts out a question, which players have to 
answer, until a player gets all nine numbers 
and shouts ‘BINGO!’. 

- What number am I? 
▪ One player picks a number. 
▪ The other player asks different questions and 

cross off numbers which are not relevant on 
their grid. 

▪ They keep asking until 1 number remains. 
They check this number with the person who 
first thought of it. 







Make a maths game 
and practise whatever 
skill your child needs.



Tons of blank 
board games 

which you can 
have fun both 

making and 
playing them.

You could draw 
your own.




