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HEADTEACHER COMMENT 
About eighteen months ago at the start of the “Year of Learning” I decided to learn alongside the children. I chose 
the Trumpet as this would be a completely new experience for me.  I had not had formal music lessons for over 
forty years, so knew that it would be a challenge.  Throughout the year I would attend regular weekly lessons and I 
gained my “Grade 2” at the end of the academic year. My main aim through the year was to share with the children 
the trials and tribulations of learning anything new.  I did regular assemblies to explain how much I practiced and 
how I had struggled.   
On Wednesday of this week I took my “Grade 3” exam and continue to find the disciplines involved challenging and 
thought provoking. I particularly enjoy playing tunes that I know and love.  However, as with any learning activity 
there are elements that I find really challenging, like scales. As parents and teachers, we know that learning the less 
exciting elements is always a problem, but this experience has highlighted to me that necessary learning elements 
just need to be learned and however hard they are they’re an essential element of learning. So, the next time you 
are struggling to encourage your child to practice spellings or timetables please remember that the long-term 
benefits will outweigh the struggle.  I know I could have done more with my trumpet practice and that was reflected 
in my struggles when examined on Wednesday but I continue to learn. 
ATTENDANCE (W.C. 25.03.19) (REMEMBER ABSENCE LINE: 675 4525) 

Class Attendance % Class Attendance % 

DEER 97.14 3 SOUTHERN 97.14 

OTTERS 92.0 3 ELVINS/GREY 97.86 

R HENRY 99.23 4 PROTTEY 93.67 

R DALE 98.82 4 KELLY 97.67 

1 DAVIS 94.19 5 HAYWARD 96.55 

1 FRANKLIN 97.5 5 THOMAS 96.0 

2 BACON 94.33 6 BROWN 94.48 

2 MONEY 97.33 6 GIBBONS 97.24 

Whole School 96.46% 

Well done to RH and 3EG who won the pandas for last week. Thank you for your support, this year’s punctuality 
and attendance are much better than last year, with attendance currently standing at 96.5%.  
THANK YOU – GREENHOUSE PROJECT 
A huge thank you for all the kind donations and offers of help for our greenhouse and to those who have spoken to 
shops and managed to secure offers, deals and freebies. Any further donations (ideally we would like small 
gardening gloves, small forks and trowels and seeds) can be dropped into school or to 5H, from Mrs Hayward. 
INTERGENERATIONAL PROJECT 
We finished the eight week pilot project with Bournville Grange this week with a celebration event, bringing school 
staff, children, their parents and grandparents, older adults from the Home and VIPs from the Council and Local 
Authority. We staged an exhibition of our work which included art work and photos of our activities over the weeks. 
We also had a sing along, Easter songs, Easter story and an Easter egg hunt. I would like to thank the staff at  
Bournville Grange, the older adults, the children, their parents and the school staff that accompanied us each week. 
Also, my Dad, (also known as the Guitar Man!) who learned how to play song requests at short notice. 
I am so proud of how successful this project has been and I am delighted that we will continue with a new group of 
children after the Easter holidays. The benefits to all involved have been huge and I am grateful to everyone who 
supported us in getting this project up and running. Mrs Pritchard. 
EASTER BONNET COMPETITION 
This year's Easter bonnet competition will take place on Wednesday April 10th. All entries need to be in school by 
9:00am and will be taken to the community room where winners will be decided during assembly. Please help your 
child in creating their Easter bonnet, however, please also make sure it is mainly their work - it's always lovely to 
see bonnets which are a bit messy or untidy than perfect ones where the children have barely been involved! Prizes 
are kindly being donated by the local Tesco in Hollywood. Any questions, please ask your child's class teacher or 
Mrs Hayward, Year 5. 
HSBC BANK 
Ms Howes from HSBC Bank will be in school on 13th May, 10th June, 24th June and 8th July. She is available for any 
KS2 children who wish to open a HSBC bank account or pay any money into their existing account. 
 

mailto:enquiry@hollywood.bham.sch.uk
mailto:enquiry@hollywood.bham.sch.uk
http://www.hollywoodprimaryschool.co.uk/
http://www.hollywoodprimaryschool.co.uk/


website: www.hollywoodprimaryschool.co.uk  

 

                                                                    

 
NATIONAL TESTS  
The children in Year 6 will start their end of Key Stage tests on Monday 13th May - it will obviously mean that they 

need to have good attendance and punctuality during this week. Tests cannot be taken at any other time. These 

tests will be essential in establishing the children’s future in their secondary school. Below is the timetable for the 

week.  

Day  Papers  

Monday 13th May  KS2 English GPS tests Paper 1: questions Paper 2: spelling  

Tuesday 14th May  KS2 English reading test  

Wednesday 15th May  KS2 mathematics tests Paper 1: arithmetic Paper 2: reasoning  

Thursday 16th May  KS2 mathematics test Paper 3: reasoning  

 
LIBRARY NEWS 
Thank you so much to those who supported our Book Fair, we raised £574.03 worth of commission to spend on  
the Scholastic website.  The book fair is a really important event for the library’s future as it’s the main income for 
buying our books along with my fundraising events. A HUGE THANK YOU must also go out to my Holly Helpers 
who have worked extremely hard over the last week Mia in 6G and Molly in 4P. Many thanks, Mrs Haddock. 
 
DATES FOR THE DIARY 
APRIL 
Saturday 6th April  - FOH Pre Loved Sale 10.00am – 1.00pm (School Hall) 
Friday 12th April  - Break up for Easter Break – children finish at 1.30pm 
Monday 29th April  - Teacher training day 4 – school closed for children 
Tuesday 30th April  - Children return to school 
Tuesday 30th April  - FOH Meeting 
MAY 
Monday 6th May  - Bank Holiday – school closed 
Saturday 11th May  - FOH Car Wash 10.00am – 1.00pm 
Week commencing 13th May  - Year 6 SATs week (see overleaf) 
Friday 24th May  - Break up for May half term – children finish at normal time 
JUNE 
Monday 3rd June  - Children return to school 
Tuesday 4th June   - FOH Meeting 
Friday 28th June  - FOH Summer Fair 3.25 – 5.00pm 
 
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

“People who do not practice and learn new skills never gain a proper sense of 

proportion or self-criticism.  They think they can achieve anything without effort 

and have little contact with reality.  Trying something over and over again grounds 

you in reality, making you deeply aware of your inadequacies and of what you can 

accomplish with more work and effort.”                                              Robert Greene 

 
 
Mr. S. Dix  
(Headmaster)
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