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“Working together, realizing potential.” 

 “A Rights Respecting School”       

Friday 4th September 2020 
HEADTEACHER COMMENT 
Welcome back to all the parents and children, I hope that despite the current situation, everybody had a 
deserved rest and both staff and the children have recharged their batteries and are now ready to make a 
fresh start to this new academic year. A particular welcome to all the new families to the school, we hope 
that the relationship will be long and fruitful. I know that the parents will also welcome our new teacher Mr 
Stone (Year 2). This academic year looks to be one full of challenge and excitement, brimming with hope 
and opportunities.  
 
I have been delighted by the children’s attitude to the new arrangements in school to keep them safe.  I 
must also thank the parents for their cooperation and understanding with the new drop off and pick up 
arrangements.  Under the circumstances it has been a very calm and positive experience whilst I have 
been standing at the gate.  Mrs. Elvins, Mrs. Pritchard and Mrs. Parkes have worked hard over the summer 
to organize systems to help with the restart, I am really grateful for their commitment and thoughtfulness. 
 
Some parents have commented on the marquee and wondered why we have had it erected.  The simple 
answer is that the school hall is not really big enough to safely accommodate all the things that we normally 
do, particularly with the social distancing restrictions in place. We are using it for breakfast club activities 
and a general buffer for extra space. We will be rotating the use of this new area on a weekly basis. 
 
ATTENDANCE (02.09.20 – 04.09.20) (REMEMBER ABSENCE LINE: 675 4525) 

Class Attendance % Class Attendance % 

DEER 100% 3 BROWN 90.54% 

OTTERS 94.12% 3 TWILLEY 98.81% 

R HENRY - 4 PROTTEY 98.88% 

R FRANKLIN - 4 KELLY 92.94% 

1 DAVIS 95.35% 5 HAYWARD 100% 

1 GREY/SOUTHERN 99.41% 5 THOMAS 95.18% 

2 BACON 98.81% 6 GIBBONS 100% 

2 STONE 92.86% 6 HEALY/ROSE 89.51% 

Whole School 96.11% 

MEDICAL ISSUES 
Our normal medical advice applies to children who are unwell with sickness, if they are at school parents 
will be contacted as usual.  However obviously we have to be extra vigilant with children who have 
COVID19 symptoms. Some parents have asked about testing and I would like to draw your attention to the 
government’s advice:  
 
When advising parents or carers to get a school pupil tested you should advise them of the points below.  
 
Booking a free coronavirus (COVID-19) test is done through the online booking portal. This will then give 
you a range of testing options available in your local area. These will usually be: 

 test centre – booking a test at a drive-in test centre is likely to be the fastest way to get a test. 

 home test kit – staff, parents or carers, can order a home test kit for themselves or up to 3 members 

of their household 

New ways to make accessing a test as quick and easy as possible are being added continually by NHS 
Test and Trace. Recently, ‘walk in’ local testing centres have opened in a number of locations. This network 
is continuing to expand to make it easier for people without cars to get a test. 
Where these, or other testing options, are available in the local area, the portal will provide those options. 
If a parent or carer, staff member does not have internet access, kits can also be ordered by calling 119. 
119 can also be contacted for support at any point throughout the testing journey. 119 are able to provide 
support in up to 650 languages. 
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SCHOOL CLASS AND LIBRARY BOOKS RETURNS  
A “Book Drop Bin” is now located outside the main school office entrance on Pickenham Road.  Please if 
you still have any school books at home could you kindly return them in the Book Drop Bin so that we can 
get them into quarantine.  Next week Library book reminders will be sent out via Text.  If you have any 
queries or need more information then  please contact me on T.Haddock@hollywood.bham.sch.uk. Many 
Thanks Mrs Haddock  
SECONDARY TRANSFERS 
There have been a few queries about the secondary transfer process, we will be holding some online 
meetings to answer these and will let year 6 parents know the details shortly.  The closing date for 
applications for secondary transfer is 31st October, so parents must not rush to complete them without all 
the necessary information. 
PE DAYS 
Many parents have been asking when the children will be starting PE and on which days classes will be 
participating. Mr Ryan will be sending this information shortly, but the children will not need PE kit next 
week. 
INFLUENZA VACCINATION 
The school nurses will be in school on Tuesday 13th October to administer the influenza vaccine to all the 
children in the school. Forms will be sent out next week and should be returned by 25th September. 
 
DATES FOR THIS YEAR 

Autumn Term 2020 Spring Term 2021 Summer Term 2021 

Tuesday 1 September 
To 

Friday 23 October  
~ HALF TERM ~  

Monday 2 November 
To 

Friday 18 December 

Monday 4 January 
To 

Friday 12 February 
~ HALF TERM ~  

Monday 22 February 
To 

Thursday 1 April 
 

Monday 19 April 
To 

Friday 28 May 
~ HALF TERM ~  
Monday 7 June 

To 
Wednesday 21 July 

The Teacher Training Days will be: 
Tuesday 1st September 2020, Monday 4th January 2021, Monday 19th April 2021 with two further training 
days to be confirmed. 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

Well, you have to be consistent enough to bridge the talent gap.  The 

fact that somebody is ‘talented’ in a certain area implies that they have 

innate aptitudes, abilities, or skills that start them ahead of you.  But 

just because somebody has a head start doesn’t mean that they are 

always going to win.  In fact, this is the basic premise for every 

underdog story you’ve ever heard. 

 
 
Mr. S. Dix  
(Headteacher)
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